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IT ETHICAL. TO DETERMINE TIlE SEX OF A CHIlD?
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M

Executive Director, Probe Ministries

One consideration in evaluating the ethics of sex selection
involves the timing of the selection itself. If a boy is desired
and the sex is to be determined after fertilization, a negative
result (meaning the birth of a girl) can only be prevented by
killing the embryo or fetus either in the lab (if conception
is achieved through in vitro fertilization) or in the womb of
the mother (by abortion). Such sex selection should be
opposed for two reasons. First, an innocent life is sacrificed.
To terminate a life simply because it is not the “product”
one desires is demeaning and discriminatory. Each human
being, male and female, is uniquely created, known and val
ued by God (consider Job 31:15; Ps. 139:13-16; Isa. 49:1;
Jer. 1:5; Gal. 1:15; Eph. 1:3-4). All human life exists pri
marily for God’s pleasure and purposes, not ours (Col.
1:16). The sanctity of human life, created by God in God’s
image (Gen. 1:27, 9:6), demands that a new innocent life
not be ended for any reason except possibly when the sanc
tity of human life requires it i.e., in the very rare case
when doing so is the only way to prevent that life from
causing the death of another (the mother). Second, even in
a country where abortion is technically legal, one would
hope that restrictions would be put in place to prevent the
taking of a life simply because that life is the “wrong” sex.
It is not any child’s fault that he or she is conceived as a boy
or a girl, and there is nothing inherently wrong with being
either.
—

Another way to determine the sex of a child is to do so
before fertilization. Procedures exist that can largely sepa
rate sperm that carry the Y chromosome from those that
carry the X chromosome. Eggs fertilized by sperm carrying
the Y will be male and eggs fertilized by sperm carrying the
X will be female (X plus Y produces a boy; X plus X pro
duces a girl). If the sperm sample used to fertilize an egg in
the lab has been selected for the Y chromosome, the odds
are greatly increased (about a 90% likelihood) that a boy
will result rather than a girl. In line with the previous para
graph, it is essential that anyone using this method be will
ing to accept either a boy or girl and not discard the embryo
or abort the baby after the sex is confirmed.
However, is the use of this method a good idea in the first
place? One proposed reason to utilize this procedure is to
help insure that a child will be free of a sex-linked genetic
disease. Red or green color-blindness, hemophilia A and B,
and fragile X syndrome are all due to mutations on the X
chromosome. Therefore, males are much more likely to suf
fer from these conditions (in females, the second X chro

mosome carries the normal gene, and the presence of the
mutated gene on the other X chromosome may have no
effect). Where there is a known risk of one or more of these
diseases in a family, selecting for a girl by sperm selection
can greatly reduce the possibility of having a child with any
of them.
The motive of reducing suffering is laudable, particularly
when suffering can be reduced without the forfeiture of a
life. Nonetheless, sex determination by sperm selection is
not wise. It seems innocent enough for a couple who
already have a boy to simply want a girl to balance their
family. But why is this so important? What fuels this desire?
It is dangerous to think that we know more about life and
God’s purposes than God Himself. The idea that we can
control our destinies and that of our children is arrogant.
There is a purpose for each child, boy and girl, that is far
beyond our human capacity to grasp (Isa. 49:1;Jer. 1:5 In
some cultures where one sex (usually male) is preferred
over the other, widespread sex selection could easily lead to
a dangerous imbalance between the sexes, threatening the
future social stability of the culture. Furthermore, choosing
one sex over another is another form of discrimination that
does not need to exist in a world where discrimination of
all other sorts has already caused great havoc.

RI

Et’~A

MENT

~

r~f
/

EALTH

/‘

ARE

~‘

Imposing characteristics on children that all human beings
would welcome is controversial enough. Imposing on chil
dren without their consent a characteristic like maleness
which not all human beings would want is the first step
down a road that we should not travel. It commits us, in
principle, to allowing parents or society to impose on a
child whatever characteristics they wish, regardless of
whether or not such characteristics are what that child
would want. •
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Bioengagement Making a
Christian Difference Through Bioethics Today
Sets forth a vision of Christian leadership in public p01icy, addresses the reciprocal effect of bioethics and
culture, and offers timely strategies for impacting
today’s society on issues so central to human life and
dignity. It takes seriously the Christian mandate to
engage today’s contemporary culture on the crucial
issues raised by biotechnology. 265 pp.
#B007
M price $17 NM price $22
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The Changing Face of Health Care:
A Christian Appraisal of Managed Care, Resource
Allocation, and Patient-Caregiver Relationships
Analyzes from a Christian perspective the nature of
health care—focusing specifically on managed care,
resource allocation, and patient-caregiver relationships.
314 pp.
#B005
M price $15 NM price $1

dignity and dying

Bioethics: A Christian Approach in a Pluralistic Age
Scoff Rae, Ph.D.; Paul Cox, Ph.D.
Assesses various secular approaches to bioethics
which are particularly influential today and develops a
framework for a Christian approach—providing an
account of the central theological notions crucial to
an informed Christian perspective on bioethics.
326 pp.
#B1D1
M price $19 NM price $2

Alternative
Medicine
Alternative 96-page booklet
Medicine includes answers to
questions such as
“Is using acupuncture or herbal remedies an acceptable
therapy?” #B201
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End of Life
Decisions
E~id~4Life 89-page
~ booklet includes
answers to ques,~,,
tions such as
“Should suffering
be avoided at all
costs?” #B202
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The Reproduction Revolution:
A Christian Appraisal of Sexuality,
Reproductive Technologies, and the Family
Provides a thought-provoking appraisal of the ethical
dimension of the reproduction revolution including
topics such as the moral status of embryos, surrogate
motherhood, human cloning, and whether or not the
birth control pill causes abortions. 290 pp.
#BDO6
M price $16 NM price $20
Life on the Line: Ethics, Aging, Ending
Patients’ Lives, and Allocating Vital Resources
John F. Kilner, Ph.D.
Provides both a biblical approach for addressing
bioethical questions and an application of that approach
to key end-of-life and resource allocation issues.
349 pp.
#B302
M price $19 NM price $24

Genetic Ethics: Do the Ends Justify the Genes?
Addresses from a Christian perspective the challenges
and ethical issues presented by genetic disease, genetic
research and technology, genetic testing and counsel
ing, and genetic intervention. 291 pp.
#BOD3
M price $17 NM price $22
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Even when the purpose of sex selection may be to avoid a
sex-linked disease, we run the risk of communicating to
those who have uncorrected or uncorrectable genetic dis
eases that they would have been better off not being born.
Though no disease is wanted, those who carry them are.
And may we never hear in our technically advancing soci
ety parents saying to their child, “I knew we should have
opted for a girl when we had the chance.” Such emotional
abuse is inevitable in a society where technology is intend
ed to give us what we want, but where human nature still
leads children (both boys and girls) into paths no parent
wants.
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Dignity and Dying: A Christian Appraisal
Considers from a Christian perspective the notion of
autonomy, the meaning of suffering, decisions about
end-of-life treatment, and the debate over assisted
suicide and euthanasia. 256 pp.
#B002
M price $15 NM price $19
Who Lives? Who Dies?
Ethical Criteria in Patient Selection
John F. Kilner, Ph.D.
Offers from a non-religious perspective a helpful frame
work for making difficult decisions concerning the allo
cation of scarce medical resources. In putting forth
such decision-making guidelines, the author takes into
account social, socio-medical, medical, and personal
criteria.
#B303
M price $15 NM price $19
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Sexuality and
Reproductive
Technology
2~~L 77-page booklet
includes answers
~ ,,~,,,,
to questions such
~ as “Is it ok to use
~ fertility drugs or
N.’~Z~L~ in vitro fertiliza,
tion?” #B203
~“~‘“~‘~

“~“

S1~ui~deai!d
u,~a~~ia
,.~,.

~.

~

“

“ii
~

~
‘

Suicide and
Euthanasia
80-page booklet
includes answers to
questions such as
“How does human
dignity relate to the
taking of human
life?” #B204

Complete set of all 4 booklets #BSETO1 M set price $11.00 NM set price $14.00 M booklet price $3.00 NM booklet price $4.00
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Genetic and Reproductive
Technologies Issue Packet
• Genetic Ethics book (above)
• Audio of “Sexual Ethics and Reproductive
Technologies”Dennis Hollinger Ph.D.
• Video of “The Quest for Control”
Joni Eareckson Tada
• Sexuality and Reproductive Technology
booklet (above)
#P004 M price $31 NM price $41
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Foundations of Bioethics Issue Packet

Health Care Issue Pack

Bioethics and Future of Medicine book (above)
• “A Theological Mandate for Medicine”
—essay by Nigel Cameron
• Video on “Human Dignity”
RaviZacharias, M.Div.
• Audio on “Working Toward Shalom”
Judy Shelly, RN., Ph.D.
#P005 M price $31 NM price $41

The Changing Face of Health Care book (above)
Who Lives? Who Dies?
(John Kilner’s Yale University Press book on
patient selection criteria)
• Audio on “The Moral Health of Medicine”
(Nigel Cameron, Ph.D.,
David Schiedermayer M.D.)
• Alternative Medicine booklet (above)
#POO6 M price $31 NM price $41
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